Exploring the origins of the Fossdyke canal through sedimentary archives
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g | R T e palaeochannel can be seen running parallel to the straighter modern Fossdyke canal. » No documentary evidence prior to medieval period.
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Figure 1. Maps showing the confluence of the Fossdyke canal and River Witham at Brayford Pool to the east and ° LIDAR _ single, clear palaEOChanne} ('mp!'es this channel was the only alternative
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> Pre-Roman finds (Fig. 1b) adjacent to the Fossdyke indicate areas of intensive settlement at Peat an.d Organic Matter Historical and documentary evidence is currently insufficient to date the Fossdyke. This study
Torksey and Burton Waters during the Iron and Bronze ages. (no active channel flow) of sedimentary archives suggests the construction of the Fossdyke may have occurred in the
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early Iron Age and highlights the importance of considering sedimentary archive evidence.

Should the Fossdyke prove to be of pre-Roman construction, this will be by far the oldest
human-made watercourse in the UK. Perceptions of prehistoric engineering capabilities

kthroughout the UK may need to be re-examined in light of an earlier dating of the Fossdyke. Y

Figure 2. Romano-British bronze Figurine of Mars Gradivus Found on the Foss Dyke
during clearing of the Fossdyke prior to AD 17745,

e Dated: AD 150
e Location: Fossdyke channel, Saxilby, Lincolnshire (SK8975)

e Excavated: 18t century, pre-1774 References

* Inscription: To the god Mars and the Deities of the Emperors the Colasuni, Bruccius and
Caratius, presented this at their own expense at a cost of 100 sesterces; Celatus the
coppersmith fashioned it and gave a pound of bronze made at the cost of 3 denarii.
[Latin Translation]
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